
AT THE ROOTS OF AMERICAN 

CULTURE:

AFRICANS IN AMERICA



SLAVETRADE
• The slave trade started in the 15th century and 

operated until the first half of 19th  century

• It was introduced to Europe by the Portuguese

• Spain and England introduced it to the New 

World

• In America slaves were

used to work in the 

plantations
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The slave triangle - 

1. Slave ships sailed 

from European 

ports towards  

Africa carrying 

goods that were 

traded for slaves 



The slave triangle - 

2. Enslaved Africans 

were brought to 

America on slave 

ships (Middle 

passage) and were 

put up  for auction



The slave triangle - 

Section of a slave ship A slave auction



The slave triangle - 

3. The traders used 

the money from the 

sale of the slaves 

to buy row 

materials (sugar, 

tobacco, cotton). 

The ship took this 

products back to 

Europe 



THE CIVIL WAR
• In the USA, during the 19th century:

 the economy of the the Northern States was 

based on farming and industry

 the economy of the Southern States was 

based on agriculture and on the plantation 

system



THE CIVIL WAR

The Declaration of Independence of 1776 

said that…

« … all men are created equal…»

… but slavery was against this fundamental

principle.



THE CIVIL WAR

• The Northern States were AGAINST 

slavery

• The Southern State DEFENDED slavery



In 1861

• the Southern States separated from the 

Northern States

 The Southern States founded a new 

nation called The Confederate States 

of America (or The Confederacy)

 The Northern States were

The Union States





End of the civil war

• The civil war between Northern States (the 

Union) and the Confederacy broke out on 

April 12th, 1861 and lasted four years, until 

1865.

• At the end of the war slavery was 

abolished



SEGREGATION

After the abolition of slavery and the end of 
the Civil war, all the Southern owners HAD 
TO free their slaves

but

Black people were not considered as equal 
members of American Society.

For this reason white people in the South 
made laws to establish “segregation” (Jim 
Crow laws).



SEGREGATION

SEGREGATION

means separating 

blacks from the rest of 

the community and 

refusing them the same 

rights white people 

have.



SEGREGATION



Black people…

• could not attend school with whites 

• could not seat in the same public places 

with white people

• could not enter the same buildings white 

people entered

• could only do humble jobs

• didn’t have the right to vote



CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

• The Civil Rights Movement was a non-

violent mass struggle which started at the 

end of the 1950s

• It began in the Southern  States and then 

spread throughout the whole country

• In 1965 Congress passed the Voting 

Rights Acts which granted blacks the right 

to vote in elections






